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In the movie: O God, in the 1970s, George Burns stars as God. (Totally appropriate, most of those Hollywood guys think they’re God anyway!) John Denver asks: “Was Jesus Christ your Son?” Burns answers: “Yes, Jesus Christ was my son. Buddha was my son. You're all my children.” There we have religious indifferentism. So we may begin by asking: All religions equally true? There are certain basic truths in all religions, but that doesn’t make them all equally true. If we see hundreds of different paintings in an art gallery with the same basic colors, can we conclude that the same artist painted them all? Just because there are certain natural truths in all religions, one cannot argue that man made them all, or that they are all equally true. There is wide-scale confusion in our time on this point. Let us therefore: (1) take two witnesses from our own time who unmask the pernicious teachings of liberalism and religious indifferentism, and then (2) we will show the reasons why the religion which Christ founded is the one true religion, and can be shown to be the one true religion to anybody who is sincere, and wants the truth at any price. PRIVATE 


First two witnesses against the errors of liberalism: Cardinal Newman from the 19th century and Malcolm Muggeridge from the 20th century. Cardinal Newman, with his far-seeing eye on the 20th century, prophesied clearly the disturbed state of our time, when he spoke of the new religion of secular humanism: “This new religion considers itself so benevolent, courteous, candid, correct in conduct, delicate, though it includes no true fear of God, no fervent zeal for His honor, no deep hatred of sin, no horror at the sight of sinners, no indignation and compassion at the blasphemies of heretics, no jealous adherence to doctrinal truth, ... in a word, no seriousness, and therefore is neither hot nor cold, but, in Scripture language «lukewarm». ... Why is this? Because we have not acted from a love of truth but from the influence of the age.” Next Malcolm Muggeridge, British radio-speaker and journalist (converted to Catholicism in 1982, died 1990). In the midst of our intellectually bankrupt 20th century, especially the devastation brought about by TV and rock music, Muggeridge never ceased to brandmark the deadly secular humanism already foreseen by Cardinal Newman: “Liberalism will be seen historically as the great destructive force of our time, much more so than Communism, Nazism, or any other of the lunatic creeds which make such immediate havoc. Compared with the long-term consequences of a Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt [or a Rockefeller, who financed the pill and family planning], Hitler was an ineffective dreamer, Stalin a Father Christmas, and Mussolini an Arcadian shepherd.”


Having heard our two witnesses, let us now move on to the second part, which will take us much longer. We intend to show the reasons why the religion which Christ founded is the one true religion. Using the Old Testament books as historical documents for the sake of our argument (we cannot make the unbeliever accept them as inspired at this point in the argument) we will insist particularly on the argument from prophecy, namely that Christ can be shown to be the messenger promised and foretold by God. That is to say: by the use of our reason and the study of history, Christ can be shown to be the founder of the one true religion. Proof of the divine mission of Christ, absolute claim of Christ and His Church to the truth. It is next to impossible to argue with or to convince 20th century man, who does little or no thinking, who cannot listen to a sound argument. Prejudices, illusions, lies, and feelings there are in abundance, for these things are born of enthusiasms without the pain of labor. Thought-saving devices have been invented that rival labor-saving devices in their ingenuity. Fine-sounding phrases like “You only go around once in life,” go rattling by us like express trains, carrying the burden of those who are too lazy to think for themselves. The man who can make up his mind when proofs are presented to him is looked upon as a bigot, and the man who ignores proofs and the search for the truth is looked upon as broad-minded and tolerant. The Catholic Church is accused of being against reason, yet she is the only one who really believes in it. Using her reason at Vatican I in 1870, she declared, against the mock humility of the Agnostics and the sentimental faith of the Fideists, that human reason by its own power can know something besides the contents of test tubes and hypodermic needles, and can prove with certitude that there is a God. We have then no right to neglect reason in discussing which religion is the true one.


A whole cast of contenders has arisen on the stage of history. They all claimed to come from God: Buddha, Confucius, Mohammed, Joseph Smith, Mary Baker Eddy. Should we just believe that a claimant came from God because he said he came from God? E.g. here is a book which an angel in the desert wrote for me. Sign at a train station: Report to platform 12, and you will receive a revelation from God. That person was probably very sincere in his belief, but we cannot just believe anyone who claims to have heard God. Why this world would be filled with crackpots and lunatics! (Good, it already is, but now you know why it is! Because people don’t want to apply reasoning in the area of religion!) Therefore, before accepting the testimony of any founder of a religion, reason has the right to propose certain tests, or criteria: the claimant (1) must be pre-announced, (2) must work miracles, (3) must teach nothing contrary to reason (though maybe above reason). If a claimant fails to satisfy any one of these three requirements, he must be rated as a phony, a deceiver, an impostor, whether he knows it or not. 


For now, we intend to apply only the first of these tests or criteria: argument from prophecy, Old Testament, which we consider as a historical document for apologetical purposes, i.e. to lead a non-believer up to the threshold of the Faith, which threshold he can only cross through the grace of God. Let us establish the necessity to pre-announce. We call a friend up to tell him we are coming. Automobile or computer manufacturers let us know when a new model is coming out. Weddings are pre-announced. Appointments are made in business or with the airlines in advance. Therefore if God is sending His Son or Messiah to this earth, the least He can do is let us know He is coming. 


Now we can apply our test. Let’s gather up all the claimants, all founders of world religions or even philosophies of life, such as Marx or Freud, up to and including a new sect being founded today in California or Paris. March in the claimants; get in line; stand there! I have a question for you: Was any of you pre-announced? Buddha-was your birth prophesied? Mohammed-were your family tree and place of birth pre-announced centuries before you were born? No one knew that Confucius was coming, or Joseph Smith, or Mary Baker Eddy. None of the claimants can answer, except one: Our Lord Jesus Christ. He and only He has a special standing in history as the divinely foretold messenger, on account of the Old Testament prophecies, which are historical documents written hundreds of years before Our Lord's birth, and which foretell the most minute details of Our Lord's life: where He would be born, the kind of person He would be, the kind of enemies He would make as a result of His teaching and example, the precise circumstances of the death He would have to undergo. Everyone can examine these prophecies, if he has the honesty and sincerity to consider them, for instance that Our Lord would be from the tribe of Juda, that He would be born of a virgin. Prophet Micheas: Messiah born in Bethlehem, the least of the cities. (For great politician--small city?) Prophet Isaias: Character of Our Lord, meekness, duty as suffering servant. Is. 53-as though written at the foot of the Cross-despised, rejected, reckoned with transgressors. Psalmist: Messiah  from the house of David. Not easy to fulfill, for 1000 years, male descendant (Lincoln, 4 children, no male descendant). A Jewish scholar who later became a Christian said that at the time of Christ, the scribes gathered 450 prophecies concerning the Messiah. Suppose the chances of one prophecy being fulfilled were 1 in 100, the chance of two prophecies being fulfilled were 1 in 1000, and so on. In that case, the chance of all prophecies being fulfilled in space and time would be an astronomical 1 in 10 to the 450th power. If you had a bank account with that many dollars, you could pay off the national debt of every country on earth every day for 30 billion years, and not even a billionth of your account would be depleted. 


Therefore it is no coincidence or freak accident that all Old Testament prophecies are fulfilled in Our Lord. Therefore Christ and only Christ has passed the test, and we say to the other claimants: Step back! You may be a nice person, you may be an electrifying preacher, but you are all deceivers and impostors in the order of salvation; you cannot help me save my soul, and therefore I will leave you alone. Continue to seduce mankind with your lies and selfishness if you wish, I will remain faithful to Christ the One True God in the Catholic Church of all times. Continue to found a one-world religion based on the rights of man and human dignity, and to attempt the destruction of Christianity, I will remain faithful to Catholic Tradition. Of course we speak this way to the false religions as such, but this does not mean that we must speak this way to every individual belonging to these false religions. Let us not fall into self-righteousness, and self-complacently pat ourselves on the back, congratulating ourselves for being right while everyone else is wrong. We refuse all false, man-made religions as such, but that does not mean that we refuse all contact with members of these religions. If Divine Providence dictates that we should have contact with persons of other religions, very well, but then we have greater incentive to keep up the study our faith at a steady pace, to give good example. We should know how to favor what is good in our neighbor by encouraging him and building him up, but also by showing our position clearly, without being ashamed of it, without making compromises on the level of principles. That does not exclude humility, kindness, meekness, and fraternal charity. Quite the contrary, our doctrinal firmness is reinforced by these virtues. Therefore, we will remain faithful to Christ; we will remain steadfast in the Catholic Church of all times. Let us seek our consolation in Holy Scripture, the Church Fathers, the Sacred Liturgy, the writings of the Saints, and discover how much our vision is all too human and all too narrow. Let’s be ready to make the necessary changes. Muggeridge: “Small voices speaking the truth ultimately tell more than hundreds of thunderous voices telling lies.” -- Virgin most faithful, obtain for us the grace to persevere in the truth, in keeping the commandments, in order that we may merit one day to hear the voice: “Come, ye blessed of my Father, and enter the kingdom which was prepared for you before the foundation of the world.”

