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Juvenile delinquents. Children learn about crime very early, from “entertainment”, TV and Rock.

A. Doting Parents.

The doting parents are those who believe the child should have everything he wants and in the way he wants it. Every wish of the child is gratified; discipline, correction, punishment are never used on the false assumption that self-expression is always right. Doting parents maintain a total indifference to what the child does, what the child says and what the child thinks, allowing him to go and come as he pleases. Such parents argue that the wild flowers of the forest grow up without any frustration, so they must never cross their children, but buy them off with gratification. The doting parents assume that every interest, desire, instinct, and urge of a child is pure and good, and therefore needs no correction. 

Such a child readily grows to be an egotist, pretends sickness that he may stay away from school, refuses to eat what is good for his health, screams readily when he is hurt, in order to make others more sensitive to his wishes and to get more attention. He soon discovers that screams will also drive away others who will not help spoil him. He breaks up conversation with adults whenever the conversation is not about himself. He gets the father and mother quarreling so they will not be united against him; he likes to pull wings off flies, and is almost always cruel to pets. Such doting parents who consciously or unconsciously develop the egotism and selfishness of their children predispose them for three types of juvenile delinquents:

1. Jaded youths who are constantly in search of a thrill, whether it be alcohol, drugs, or even murder. It must not be forgotten that one of the most famous crimes from over half a century ago was committed by a young boy who murdered another boy “for the thrill of killing,” and in order that he might commit the “perfect crime.” Already jaded in infancy by having everything that they wanted, they become tired of their satiated emotions as they seek for new thrills to satisfy their sickened egos.

2. Larceny and robbery. The ego, never taught to discipline itself, now becomes more imperative in having not what it needs, but in what it wants. In very few instances do juvenile delinquents steal food or clothing; they steal because they want to satisfy their pampered egos. Having never learned that relationship existing between effort and rewards, the youth now substitutes spoils for rewards. The basic right to pursue happiness now becomes for him the right to have happiness at the cost of others. This accounts for the fact that it is not the poor alone who steal, but youths who come from middle-class or even rich parents. 

3. Irresponsibility. Because of self-pampering, such children enter life without a sense of mission; never are they prepared to submit themselves to communal enterprise. The basic principle which they learned by experience from their parents was: “The world owes them a living.” Never were they taught that they owed the world something. When they get into trouble, they expect a net to catch them when they fall. Trained in irresponsibility from their earliest days, they are the prey for all the crude, socialistic, and Communist notions of a totalitarian state to which they finally surrender their ego, for, having always had their own will, they now begin to hate it. 

B. Drinking parents.


In families where the father or mother or both drink to excess, the children are constantly exposed to what is worst in human nature. Anything normal and right seems to the children above and beyond their own experience. Neglected because of the excesses of their parents, they are left to fend for themselves; the normal schedule of their lives is upset, all rules abandoned or hung in space until the drinking stops. The child sees that he must often go without meals and always without love, while parents indulge in the extravagances of alcohol. Because such parents are constantly fighting, or because they themselves are exposed to the violence and aggressiveness of their own parents (because of the bad conscience which alcoholism produced), there is a predisposition in that home for two types of juvenile delinquents: 

1. The delinquent who destroys property. Because the child had to tiptoe around the house when one of his parents was in a drunken sleep, or because of the over-severity from which he suffered, he becomes a humiliated and almost hopeless child, always on the defensive. He sees everyone as a dangerous enemy and resolves that sometime he will get his own way by cunning and, if need be, by violence. The boy becomes like a volcano, which at the peak seems so peaceful, but down at the base is a furnace of seething fires. He thus combines within himself, because he has been on the defensive, an outward meekness and gentleness along with a terrific aggressiveness and violence. This manifests itself first of all in his violence toward property, smashing school desks, breaking dishware and furniture in restaurants, entering homes and damaging the furniture. Having seen every property right in his own home disregarded by parents who neglected him in order that they might have the property of drink, he now avenges himself on property, as if it were a personal enemy. 

2. The delinquent who assaults persons. Never having been given love, he grows up assuming that love is something that must be seized, as he saw love seized in his own home, whether it was the mother or father of himself. Here is the explanation of the so-called “meek little people” who seem so gentle and nice and yet are discovered to be so cruel, so murderous in intent, and so tragic in their unspeakable crimes against the bodies of their neighbors. 

C. Discordant parents.


Discordant parents are those who constantly quarrel and bicker, with little or no family life. The father may leave the mother, or the mother leave the father. There is faithlessness, sometimes on the part of the father, sometimes on the part of the mother. It may even be that the home is completely broken, with the child now living with only one parent as a result of divorce. Perhaps six months are spent with one parent and another six months spent with the other. 


As children quickly learn to admire the parent who sticks it out in the midst of trials and sufferings for the sake of preserving the family, so the child in a broken home quickly learns that he does not count. A child is much wiser than the parents suspect; though there be no knowledge of God in a taught or a rational way, every child instinctively feels that his parents are representatives of God. He knows that by some law quite beyond him, he should come first in the parents’ love; with the innocent egotism of babyhood, he accepts his kingship as his right. Though they may never have told him that they are the vicegerents of God in the home, they are nevertheless God to him.


If now they betray him, they destroy his innate trust and faith. If they flaunt the rules which violate his right to be brought up by his own parents, there is a predisposition for two types of juvenile delinquency:

1. Such a child will grow up not only cynical about women if his mother failed, or cynical about men if the father failed, but particularly cynical about God and religion. He grows up with a grudge against the Divine. God should have been in his home, but God in his parents failed their trust, therefore he will revenge himself on God. From his rank come the future persecutors of religion.  

2. From this type of home also are wont to come those who have a hatred of law and authority, particularly when it personalized in the police. In their own homes, they saw the basic law of home life flaunted by their parents; now they grow up with a hatred of law. 

